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Public Relations as Discourse Struggles

An Analysis on the Construction Conflict of Power
Transmission Facilities in Milyang-city
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Theorizing public relations through discourse struggles means figur-
ing out how public relations can benefit society, Using the Fairclough's
Critical Discourse Analysis(CDA), this study attempts to investigate dis-
course struggles about the conflict related to the construction of power
transmission facilities in Milyang-city, The main purpose of the CDA is to
explore relationships among texts, discursive practices, and wider social
and cultural structures, According to the results, diverse discourses were
discovered from pro and con claims, which include national project, resi-
dent protest, resident victimization, and property damage discourses,
These pro and con discourses also were articulated to delinquency of
duties, electric power deficiency discourses vs, the denial of compensa-
tion and underground transmission line discourses, Through the Toulmin
Argumentation Model, con claims showed more elaborate logical struc-
tures and tried to suggest better alternative argumentation against pro
claims, However, con discourses did not wield strong influence over the
entire course of discourse struggles because they could not attain na-
tional recognition and succeed discourse colonization through devising
novel discourses, Other theoretical ramifications related to sociocultural
practices were discussed,

Key words: Discourse Struggles, Critical Discourse Analysis, Milyang
Power Transmission Tower Conflict, Fairclough, Toulmin





