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Abstract

Journalism Studies in the Socio-economically
Deprived and Inequal Society

Young-Gil Chae

Professor, Hankuk Univ. of Foreign Studies

This study is conducted in order to criticique about the ways
Journalism studies conceive deprivation and to problematize the
abstractness about inequality through which to explore alternative
academic practices. To meet this research purpose, first, we try to
understand the patterns and characteristics of poverty and
inequality in Korea, and second, to identify concrete examples to
discuss actual realities of communication environment of derived
individuals and communities, and third, to discusses the
limitations of the Journalism studies, and finally, based on this, we
intend to discuss the future agendas of Journalism studies in Korea
on this matter. Based on the analysis, we found that Korean
journalism studies have been broadly established and expanded
into a systematic research area by discovering the meaning and
impact of communication elements and activities that the existing
socio—economic poverty and inequality studies have not captured
and theorized. This has significance that it expands the
socio—political and cultural significance of poverty and inequality,
but it also shows clear limitations. According to the analysis,
Korean journalism seems to have distributed a number of studies in
(Type III) “Ambiguous ideological type  among the four types of
poverty and insecurity. Based on these findings, I tried to discuss
the future direction of journalism.

KEYW ORDS Journalism, Political Communication, Poverty,
Inequality, Communication inequality, Deliberative democracy
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