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Table 1. Frequency information of the news articles
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Category Frequency Percent
2010 158 10.1
2011 158 10.1
2012 171 10.9
2013 243 15.5
Year
2014 189 12.1
2015 334 21.3
2016 217 13.8
2017 97 6.2
Kyunghyang Shinmun 264 16.8
Kukmin llbo 220 14.0
Naeil Shinmun 53 3.4
Press Munhwa Ilbo 125 8.0
Company Seoul Shinmun 269 17.2
Segye llbo 357 22.8
Hankyoreh 130 8.3
Hankook Ilbo 149 9.5
Total 1,567 100.0
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Table 2. Definition and descriptive information of each variable

Variable Category Coding Guideline N %
Physical Health 477 35.5
Elderl The dominant characteristics of older adults focused in the
Y . Competence ) ! B ! ! ! 422 31.4
Characteristics article.
Personality 444 33.1
Positive 552 35.2
Tone of ) ) L . )
o Negative The dominant tone of describing older adults in the article. 619 39.5
Description
Neutral 396 25.3
Episodic Frame A news article that focuses on a single event of episode. 715 45.6
News
A news article that covers a certain theme about older adults
Frame Thematic Frame W i I v : I ) Y : Y 852 54.4
or provides a comprehensive explanation on certain event.
Male Elderly 179 11.4
Gender Female Elderly Thg gender of the older adult depicted or reported in the news 445 »8.4
article.
All / Not Specified 943 60.2
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Table 3. Dominant characteristics of elderly reported in news articles

Characteristics 2010~2011 2012~2013 2014~2015 2016~2017 X2
Health 99 (36.3%) 125 (33.8%) 167 (37.9%) 86 (33.2%)
Competence 66 (24.2%) 127 (34.3%) 141 (32.0%) 88 (34.0%) 12.34
Personality 108 (39.6%) 118 (31.9%) 133 (30.2%) 85 (32.8%) (n.s.)
Total 273 (100.0%) 370 (100.0%) 441 (100.0%) 259 (100.0%)

*p < 05, **p < 01, **%p <

.001.

Table 4. Tone of argument on characteristics of elderly in news articles

Characteristics Positive Negative Neutral x?
Health 135 (28.3%) 228 (47.8%) 114 (23.9%)
Competence 135 (32.0%) 206 (48.8%) 81(19.2%) 61.31***
Personality 228 (51.4%) 149 (33.6%) 67 (15.1%)

*p < .05, %*p < .01, ***p <

.001.
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Table 5. Dominant news frame in news articles about older adults

Frame 2010~2011 2012~2013 2014~2015 2016~2017 X
Episodic 124 (39.2%) 170 (41.1%) 255 (48.8%) 166 (52.9%)
Thematic 192 (60.8%) 244 (58.9%) 268 (51.2%) 148 (47.1%) 17.37**
Total 316 (100.0%) 414 (100.0%) 523 (100.0%) 314 (100.0%)
*p < .05. **p < .01, ***p < .001.
Table 6. News frames across different elderly characteristics in news articles
Characteristics Episodic Frame Thematic Frame x?
Health 228 (47.8%) 249 (52.2%)
Competence 143 (33.9%) 279 (66.1%) 21.15%**
Personality 207 (46.6%) 237 (53.4%)

*p < .05.*%*p < .01. ***p < .001.
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Table 7. Tone of description across different news frames in news articles

Tone of Description Episodic Frame Thematic Frame x?
Positive 247 (34.5%) 305 (35.8%)
Negative 259 (36.2%) 360 (42.3%)
11.971***
Neutral 209 (29.2%) 187 (21.9%)
Total 715 (100%) 852 (100%)

*p < .05, **p < .01. ***p < .001.
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Table 8. Dominant characteristics of elderly between different genders depicted in news articles

Characteristics Male Elderly Female Elderly All / Not specified x?
Heath 74 (41.8%) 153 (35.9%) 250 (33.8%)
Competence 30 (16.9%) 67(15.7%) 325 (43.9%)
144.25%**
Personality 73 (41.2%) 206 (48.4%) 165 (22.3%)
Total 179 (100%) 445 (100%) 943 (100%)
*p < .05.%*p < .01.***p < 001.
Table 9. News frames of different genders depicted in news articles
Gender Episodic Frame Thematic Frame x?
Male Elderly 111 (62.0%) 68 (38.0%)
Female Elderly 244 (54.8%) 201 (45.2%) 55.67***
All / Not Specified 360 (38.2%) 583 (61.8%)

*p < .05.*%*p < .01. ***p < .001.
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Table 10. Tone of description across different genders of older adults depicted in news articles

Tone of Description Male Elderly Female Elderly All / Not Specified x?
Positive 78 (43.6%) 198 (44.5%) 276 (29.3%)
Negative 66 (36.9%) 164 (36.9%) 389 (41.3%) s
Neutral 35(19.6%) 83 (18.7%) 278 (29.5%) 237
Total 179 (100%) 445 (100%) 943 (100%)

*p < .05, **p < .01. ***p < .001.
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How does Korean News Media Cover News
Stories of Older Adults?

A Content Analysis of Korean News Articles Published
After 2010*

Hyun Jung Oh
Associate Professor, Department of Health & Strategic Communication, CHA University**
Kyung Ah Shin
Associate Research Professor, Institute for Creativity & Interaction, Hanyang University***

Objectives
This study was designed to explore the role of news media in promoting elderly stigma and
ageism in Korean society.

Methods
A content analysis was conducted with 1,567 randomly selected online news articles published
between January 2010 and June 2017.

Results

The results of the study indicate the following. First, the majority of the news articles published
on health and competence of older adults focused more on the negative aspects, whereas the
news articles published about the personality of the elderly maintained a positive tone while
describing the elderly people. Recently published articles, as well as the articles about health
and personality of the older people, were more likely to use the episodic frame than the
thematic frame. News articles about male elderly focused more on their health condition
whereas those about female elderly focused more on their personalities. With regard to both
the genders, the tone of news articles was more positive when a specific gender was stated in
the story. However, the articles maintained a negative viewpoint when the information about
gender was not detailed in the story.

Conclusions
The current study provides significant implications in the field of elderly research based on the
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systematic observation about the recent tendency of news reports in providing information
about the elderly. This study also indirectly examined the impact of news media in the process
of developing social stigma and ageism against the elderly population in our society.

KEYW O RD S Older Adults, Stereotype Content Model, News Media, News Frame,
Content Analysis
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