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Abstract

Constitutional Adjudication and News
Framing

Analysis on the News Coverage of the Case on the
Dissolution of Unified Progressive Party

Yongmin Ryu
Researcher, Communication Research Institute of Yonsei University

This study aims to explore how mainstream newspapers narratively frame the case on
the dissolution of the Unified Progressive Party(Case No.2013 Hun-Da 1) and examine
the meaning of the differences in diverse news frames depending on the temporal factor
of pre- and post-decision by the constitutional court of Korea. The background of this
attempt comes from the emerging socio-political situation of the increasingly expanding
function and role of jurisdiction or rule by law. The result indicates that newspapers produce
factionally polarized and antagonistically contesting narratives and symbolic meanings
about the UPP case depending on their partisan and ideological motivation and interest.
This research provides the discussion on the discursive influence shaped by the framing
practice of news media, regarding triangular relation among jurisdiction/law, journalism
and public opinion.

Keywords: constitutional adjudication, framing, jurisdiction, legal decision-making, court
reporting
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