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The Way of Producing the Image of North Korea,
Exploited by the Channels of Comprehensive
Programing in South Korea

Huikyong Pang
Senior Researcher, Sogang University
Gyeongmi Lee
M. A., Sogang University

This study pays attention to an entertainment show titled Jalsalabose produced by
Channel A, a conservative TV channel of comprehensive programming. According to the
extant studies, South Korean (conservative or mainstream) media have focused on the
negative images of North Korea, emphasizing its political, socioeconomic, and military
dimensions. From the perspective of the extant studies, the show gives an impression to
formulate fresh images of North Korea, since it deals with ‘everyday life’ of North Korea
(rather than political, socioeconomic, and military aspects) by exploiting North Korean
defectors’ testimonies. A narrative analysis of the show, however, reveals that the show
romanticizes North Korea by portraying it as a feminine and immature infant as well as
an uncivilized world. North Korea is a magic potion, which is able to cure the diseases
from which South Korea, the capitalist country, suffers. At the same time, North Korea
turns to the Other, inferior to South Korea. This study concludes that Channel A, the TV
channel of comprehensive programming, although attempting ‘Cultural Turn’, delivers
conserve ideology through the entertainment show without any change on its perspective
on North Korea.

Keywords: cultural turn, media image, North Korea, narrative analysis,

conservatism, orientalism
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